
W W W . A C C E N T I O . C O M

10 ESSENTIAL TIPS
FOR MAINTAINING
YOUR WORDPRESS
WEBSITE

Updates often include security patches
and performance improvements.
Regularly check your WordPress
dashboard for updates to the core
software, themes, and plugins. To
ensure a smooth update process:

Use a staging site to test updates
before applying them to your live
site.
Install a plugin like WP Staging to
create a safe testing environment.
Schedule a monthly reminder to
check for updates and apply them.

Always back up your site before
applying updates to prevent potential
issues.

Keep WordPress
Core, Themes, and
Plugins Updated

WordPress is a powerful platform, but
like any tool, it needs regular care to
perform at its best. This guide provides
you with essential tips to ensure your
website stays secure, fast, and user-
friendly. Whether you're a beginner or
an experienced website owner, these
tips will help you maintain your site
with ease.

Protect your admin account with a
strong, unique password. Consider
using a password manager like
1Password or NordPass to generate
and store secure passwords. For
added security, enable two-factor
authentication (2FA) using plugins
like Google Authenticator or Duo
Security. This extra layer of
protection helps prevent
unauthorized access even if your
password is compromised.

Use Strong
Passwords and
Enable Two-Factor
Authentication

1. 2.

https://wp-staging.com/
https://1password.com/
https://nordpass.com/
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Backups are your safety net in case of
data loss or hacking. Use a reliable plugin
like UpdraftPlus, BackupBuddy, or
VaultPress to schedule automatic
backups. Ensure your backups include:

The database
Media files
Themes and plugins

Store backups in a secure location, such
as Google Drive, Dropbox, or an external
hard drive. Test the restore process
periodically to ensure backups are
functional.

Back Up Your
Website
Regularly

Optimize
Your
Database

Over time, your database can
accumulate unnecessary data,
slowing down your site. Use plugins
like WP-Optimize or Advanced
Database Cleaner to:

Remove spam comments
Delete post revisions
Clear transient data

Regular optimization keeps your
database lean and efficient.
Schedule database cleanups
monthly for optimal performance.

A slow website can drive visitors away.
Use tools like Google PageSpeed
Insights, GTmetrix, or Pingdom to
identify performance issues. Here are
actionable steps to improve
performance:

Compress images with tools like
Smush or TinyPNG.
Enable caching using plugins like WP
Rocket or W3 Total Cache.
Consider a Content Delivery Network
(CDN) like Cloudflare to reduce server
load and improve loading times
globally.

Monitor
Website
Performance

Secure
Your
Website
with SSL

An SSL certificate encrypts data
between your website and its
visitors, boosting security and trust.
Most hosting providers offer free SSL
certificates through services like
Let’s Encrypt. To implement SSL:

Use the Really Simple SSL plugin
for a hassle-free setup.
Redirect all HTTP traffic to HTTPS
to avoid duplicate content issues.
Regularly check your certificate’s
validity to ensure uninterrupted
security.

3.
4.

5.
6.

https://updraftplus.com/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/backupbuddy/
https://vaultpress.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/
https://en-ca.wordpress.org/plugins/wp-optimize/
https://en-ca.wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-database-cleaner/
https://en-ca.wordpress.org/plugins/advanced-database-cleaner/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
https://gtmetrix.com/
https://www.pingdom.com/
https://wpmudev.com/project/wp-smush-pro/
https://tinypng.com/
https://wp-rocket.me/
https://wp-rocket.me/
https://en-ca.wordpress.org/plugins/w3-total-cache/
https://www.cloudflare.com/
https://letsencrypt.org/
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Cybersecurity is critical for maintaining a
WordPress site. Use security plugins like
Wordfence, Sucuri Security, or iThemes
Security to:

Perform regular malware scans
Set up alerts for suspicious activity
Block malicious IP addresses

Review login attempts and firewall
settings weekly to stay ahead of potential
threats.

Regularly
Scan for
Malware

Review User
Roles and
Permissions

Assign appropriate roles to users
and regularly review access
permissions. To minimize risks:

Limit the number of admin
accounts to essential personnel.
Use plugins like User Role Editor
to customize roles.
Ensure all users follow security
best practices, including
enabling 2FA and using strong
passwords.

Broken links or 
malfunctioning 
features can 
frustrate visitors. 
Regularly test your site’s navigation, 
forms, and other functionalities using tools
like Broken Link Checker or Screaming
Frog SEO Spider.
Here are additional areas to check:

Form submissions: Ensure you receive
inquiries or signups.
E-commerce functionality: Verify the
checkout process works.
Responsiveness: Test your site on
various devices and screen sizes.

Test Your
Website’s
Functionality

Audit Your
Plugins
and
Themes

Unused plugins and themes can create
vulnerabilities. Periodically review your
installed plugins and themes, and:

Delete outdated or unnecessary
plugins and themes.
Replace poorly coded plugins with
alternatives from trusted developers.
Regularly check plugin and theme
reviews for potential security issues.

Stick to reputable sources like the
WordPress Plugin Repository or
premium vendors for quality and
security

7.
8.

9. 10.

By following these 10 essential tips, you can maintain a
secure, fast, and reliable WordPress website. Regular
maintenance not only protects your site but also
enhances its performance and user experience. Take
control of your WordPress site today and enjoy peace of
mind knowing it’s in top shape. 

Need Help? If maintaining 
your website feels overwhelming, 
consider our professional WordPress care
plans. Visit Accentio.com for more details!

https://www.wordfence.com/products/wordfence-premium/
https://sucuri.net/
https://en-ca.wordpress.org/plugins/user-role-editor/
https://www.brokenlinkcheck.com/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/
https://www.screamingfrog.co.uk/seo-spider/
https://accentio.com/

